NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
Napoleon to Elba, and had been given a commission in consequence of his fidelity. At a time when the British government would not allow Gourgaud to take with him his old servant or Las Cases to be rejoined by his wife, they sent Piontkowski, unbidden and unwelcome, to join the Emperor. If we may trust the others, Gourgaud found him out at once to be untruthful, and to have made false statements about his campaigns. Napoleon knew nothing of him, disliked him, and, not unnatural^, distrusted him. After his departure, indeed, Napoleon openly suspected him of being a spy; Las Cases disdainfully mentions him as "the Pole/' He vanished as suddenly as he came, nine months afterwards, with apparently plenty of money. We do not believe him to have been a spy, but his appearance and career at Longwood still require elucidation.
"The young ladies born in that island are extremely pretty/' says a witness who lived at St. Helena during the Emperor's residence, and our various chronicles are full of them. There were the two Balcombes, Miss Wilks, Miss Robinson, who was known as "the Nymph/' and Miss Kneips, who was known as "the Rosebud."
With Miss Wilks Gourgaud was desperately in love. "There is a woman!" he exclaims during their first acquaintance. He lost his heart at once, and asked himself, "Alas! Why am I a prisoner?" It was no comfort to him to be assured by Bertrand that he was preferred to the other suitors, or by Napoleon that he should be provided with a better marriage in France. He sees the ship that bears her away, and heaves a despairing "Adieu, Laure!"
All testimony is unanimous that Gourgaud in this
144y.    He was a trooper in the Polish Lancers, who had followed
